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REPORT OF CHIEF ENGINEER.—Concluded’ 


ROADS, RIVERS, HARBORS, &c. 

Pier, dike, and light-house, Goat island, Newport 
harbor, Rhode Island —These works were completed 
in all essential particulars, and turned over to the 
proper department, for use, many months ago. They 
appear to fulfil perfectly all the purposes for which 
they were designed, and will no doubt be found to 
possess all the strength and permanence promised by 
the mode of construction and by the quality of ma. 
terial. 

No further appropriation will be needed. 

Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 

September, 1843, a - 
To be drawn from the Treasury in tho 

4th quarter of 1843, - : 
Balance that may revert to the Trea. 

sury, - - - : 2,000 00 

Icebreaker on Staten island, New York harbor.— 
This work, which before had eleven stone piers, has 
been extended by operations since May last, to nine- 
teen. The laying of the one additional pier neces. 
sary to complete the plan has been delayed by an 
accident, but will probably be accomplished this year. 

No further appropriation is asked for this work, 
the balance of the appropriation in the hands of the 
superintending officer being considered adequate to 
complete. 

Closing Hog Island channel, Charleston harbor, 
S.C.—In my annual report for 1839, there was a 
recommendation that this channel should be closed, 
in consequence of its progressively increasing depth, 
and of accumulations of mud in front of part of the 
city of Charlestown. A report on this subject by 
the engineer officer supefintending in Charleston 
harbor, made by order of the Secretary of War, will 
be found in page 114 of Doc. No. 2, 2d session 27th 
Congress, (papers accompanying the President’s mes. 
sage.) 

As this is deemed to be an important subject, and 
the information thereon was collected under this 
office, it seems my duty again to invite to it the no. 
tice of the Government, and to renew the estimate 
heretofore made for its commencement, 

Estimate of amount required to be ap. 

propriated for the half year ending 

December 31, 1844, . - $25,000 00 
Estimate of amount required to be ap. 

propriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, - - - 25,000 00 

National road,—I beg leave to transfer to this re- 
port the observations on this subject contained in my 
erport of last year, 


$3,000 00 


1,000 00 





No appropriation having been made for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois, since the year 1838, the operations have 
been entirely suspended, the business closed, and the 
officers ordered to other stations. Much of the road 
being left in an unfinished state, it is liable to be 
washed and worn away ; unfinished structures upon 
the road are exposed to destruction; and the longer 
the resumption of operations is deferred, the greater 
must be the cost of final completion. 

An estimate is submitted, herewith, for the con- 
tinuation of the road in each of these States ; and, 
if it be the intention of the Government to prosecute 
this work, an early appropriation is certainly recom- 
mended by every consideration of economy and sound 
policy. 

For more detailed information in relation to the 
roads, I have the honor to refer to the reports of the 
officers heretofore in charge, submitted with my an- 
nual report of 1841. They will be found in the 
documents of the House of Representatives, 2d ses- 
sion 27th Congress, document No. 2, pages 117 
and 122. 

Road in Ohio.—No balance in the Treasury. 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for road in Ohio for the 

half year ending December 31, 1844, 
Estimate of the amount required to be 

appropriated for the half year ending 

June 30, 1845, ° a i oa 
Road in Indiana.—Balance in the Trea- 

sury on the 30th September, 1843, - 

Balance that may revert to the Trea. 
sury, - - - > 

Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the road in Indiana 
for the half year ending December 
31, 1844, - - - - 

Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
June 30, 1845, - ° . 

Road in Iilinois.—No balance in the 
Treasury. - 

Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the road in Illinois, 
for the half year ending December 
31, 1844, - - - : 

Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
June 30, 1845, . - - 75,000 00 
Arrearages on account of survey for an extension of 

the National road to Jefferson, Missouri.—This de. 

partment was called upon, under a resolution of the 

Senate of January 30, 1839, for an estimate of the 

cost of extending the National road through the 

States of Illinois and Missouri, to the city of Jeffe 


$50,000 00 


50,000 00 
40 00 


40 00 


75,000 00 


75,000 00 


75,000 00 
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son, in Missouri. The preliminary survey of the 
route necessary to found the estimate upon was 
made ; but there has never been an appropriation to 
pay for it. It was decided at the Treasury that the 
funds granted for the road in Illinois were not appli- 
cable to this service ; and, therefore, the officer who 
made the survey has ever since stood charged with 
the whole expense. His accounts have been tho- 
roughly investigated, and the claim recommended by 
successive committees of the House; still it has, by 
repeated mishaps, missed the action of Congress. I 
have therofore included in the annual estimates, an 
item for the cost of this survey, to which I must call 
your particular attention. 

Estimate for this object for the half year ending 
December 31, 1844, $1,359 81. 

Military Academy at West Point, New York.—In 
June last, pending the annual examination, I was at 
this institution between two and three weeks, devot- 
ing all my time to the inspection which my official 
position exacts of me. During this residence, I was 
careful to visit and examine each department of the 
academy, looking into every thing with as close a 
scrutiny as it was in my power to exercise, and it 
gives me great pleasure to report to you that I found 
the academy in a conditiun not less prosperous, and 
not less fully answering the designs of its establish. 
ment, than at any previous period. Discipline, or- 
der, and harmony, prevailed throughout, and as per- 
fectly, perhaps, as belongs to human associations. 
The several courses of study were marked by the 
thoroughness that characterizes this school. In 
these courses, though there must be, from year to 
year, inequalities in the amount of attainment—ow. 
ing to shades of difference in the intellects of the 
successive classes, the general result shows a pro. 
gressive enlargement; that is to say, there is, trom 
year to year, an increase in the amount or an im. 
provement in the character of the knowledge com- 
municated, resulting from the experience of the in. 
stitution itself. ‘The fact of this progress is evident, 
on comparing periods a few years distant from each 
other; and it is a natural result, on the one hand, of 
the zeal, ability, and devotion, that have been un. 
ceasingly applied to the management and instruction, 
and on the other, of the steady adherence to safe and 
wise principles. For more than twenty-five years 
that the institution has been thus rising from its se. 
cond birth, no change has been grafted on its code of 
discipline or course of study that has not been the 
growth of its own experience; and, by the force of 
this wise and cautious process, it has been continu. 
ally developing new capacities and new fruits of 
self-cultivation. By continued adherence to this 
course, we may confidently look for all the improve. 
ment that the future can bring forth. To arrest this 
natural progress, or with a strong hand to press it 
into new and untried shapes, at the suggestions of 
speculation or theory, would surely be an unwise de. 
parture from the course of improvement heretofore, 
with such full success, sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment. 

To some recent suggestions from high authority, 
ouching changes in the course, a direction was given 





——- } 


by you, in perfect conformity, I was most happy to 
notice, with this well.appreved policy ; and the re- 
sult will probably be the adoption, as soon as can be 
safely done, (with or without modifications, as the 
case may be,) of such of those suggestions as may be 
applicable with reasonable prospect of advantage. 
In reference to these suggestions, it will be my duty 
to address to you a separate communication. 

Practical military instruction improves now, in 
some of its branches, more perceptibly from year to 
year than the academical exercises, for the reason, 
however, that there is more room for improvement, 
owing to their comparatively recent introduction. 
All the branches are at present in a highly creditable 
state. Nothing has more benefitted the practical 
course than the allowance of a limited number of 
horses for use in artillery and cavalry drill: without 
this aid, the artillery drill was languishing and nearly 
useless, except as to the single piece ; and the caval. 
ry drill would, of course, be impracticable. ‘The in- 
fantry drill I have never noticed to be more prompt 
and exact than now. 

As to all these branches of practical military in- 
struction, however, the evil would not be very great, 
were they much less thoroughly taught; it would 
not, indeed, be irreparable, were they omitted alto. 
gether, because these kinds of instruction are well 
imparted at the regiments and posts. ‘To give this 
kind of instruction alone, a military academy would 
not be necessary. But there is another kind of 
practical military instruction, which is of the highest 
necessity during peace, and indispensable in war, 
and which can be acquired only at an establishment 
where special preparation is made for it, since it can- 
not exist in the army until it shall have been thus 
acquired, and is never to be found in civil life. I 
mean instruction in practical field engineering. 

In reference to this branch, I have, impelled by a 
sense of duty, so frequently laid my views before the 
War Department in an urgent manner, that it would 
seem now to be unnecessary to re-adduce the forci- 
ble arguments that present themselves. I take Icave, 
therefore, to refer you to my previous communica- 
tions, especially to a letter of the Secretary of War, 
page 139, of document No. 2, of papers accompany- 
ing the President’s message, 27th Congress, 2d ses- 
sion; and, also, to my annual report of last year, 
page 267, of document No. 1. 

One of the printed opinions of the Duke of Wel- 
lington, whose urgency while commanding in the 
Peninsula introduced the present organization of the 
English corps of sappers and miners, has lately 
come under my eye, which I will transcribe. It is 
in a letter of February 11th, 1812, to the Secretary of 
State: “I would beg leave to suggest to your lord- 
ship the expediency of adding to the engineer estab- 
lishment a corps of sappers and miners. It is incon- 
ceivable with what disadvantage we undertake any 
thing like a siege, for want of assistance of this de- 
scription. ‘There is no French corps d’armée which 


has not a battalion of sappers and a company of mi. 
ners; but we are obliged to depend for assistance of 
this description upon the regiments of the line ; and 
although the men are brave and willing, they wan 
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the knowledge and training which are necessary. 
Many casualties among them consequently occur, 
and much valuable time is lost, at the most critical 
period of the siege.” The Duke here confines his 
remarks entirely to the importance of such troops in 
a siege—one only of many employments for which 
they alone are instructed. 

The proposition to engraft a small body of this 
kind of force upoa our military system, with a view 
to their employment in time of peace and war, as 
well as to their aiding in the practical instruction 
above mentioned, has been, ever since first present- 
ed, warmly adopted by the successive heads of the 
War Department, and by them urged upon Congress ; 
and has been, moreover, repeatedly sanctioned by 
the Military Committee. I trust confidently to your 
approval and support, also; and look with much sat- 
isfaction at the favorable praspect which would seem 
to be opening. 

Pending the delay of the project, I have made 
strenuous efforts to introduce into the military school, 
temporarily, a portion of the desired practice, by the 
aid of the military detachment stationed there, and 
also by the aid of soldiers to be ordered to the post 
for the purpose; but it is enough to say, without 
any success; and [ am convinced that nothing im. 
portant will be done without the organization of the 
proposed company of sappers, miners, and pontoniers. 
The expanse of the company for the first year would 
not certainly exceed the sum of $15,090 ; and, when 
entirely complete, with its maximum of one hundred 
men, paid, clothed, fed, and equipped, would cost 
$25,935 91 per annum. 

It gives me great pleasure to repeat my testimony 
as to the admirable manner in which the duties of 
the several functéonaries of the academy are perform- 
ed. Occupying the principal station, and bearing 
the great load of responsibility, to the superintendent 
belongs a corresponding share of commendation ; but, 
in addition to his valuable services in the govern- 
mert of the academy, he has devoted much time to 
local improvements of many kinds, to the increase of 
accommodation for all grades, and to improyvamonts 
in the public buildings, producing gratifying and im- 
portant results with remarkable economy. 

With a view to carry out, in a proper manner, the 
design of Congress in making an appropriation for 
new barracks for cadets, the subject was referred 
to and received the deliberate attention of a board of 
experienced officers, who have had the advantage of 
conferring with and receiving information on the 
spot from the superintendent. This officer has him- 
self examined the subject with great care, and pro- 
poses a matured project. These, with views derived 
from other sources, will be presented for your con- 
sideration at an early day. 

I renew my recommendation that the adjutant of 
the military academy be put on the same footing as 
to pay and emoluments as an adjitant of dragoons, 
The duties of no adjutant in the army are more la- 
borious and responsible. 

Balance in the Treasury on the 30th 
September, 1843, - $44,315 20 


To be drawn from the Treasury in the 
‘4th quarter of 1343, . 10,450 00 


To be drawn from the Treasugmin the 
lst and 2d quarters of 1844, = 
Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
December 31, 1844, - > 
Estimate of the amount required to be 
appropriated for the half year ending 
June 30, 1845, 


23,865 20 


17,839 35 


* 


25,930 35 
JOS. G. TOTTEN, 
Colonel and Chief Engineer. 
Hon. James M. Porter, 


Secretary of War. 





REPORT OF THE CHIEF TOPOGRAPHICAL 
ENGINEER. 





Bureau or TorocrarsicaL EnGineers, 
November 1, 1843. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit to your conside. 
ration the following report, containing a statement 
of the duties upon which the corps has been engaged 
since the last annual report, and also furnishing the 
estimates for the service of the ensuing year. 

1, The surveys for the defences of the harbor at 
the Delaware break water, and for the defences of the 
entrance at Sandy Hook, have been completed, and 
the drawing and reports, in reference to the same, 
are now being prepared. 

2. The survey for the de fence of the town and har- 
bor of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, is still in pro- 
gress. The extent of country embraced in the sur- 
vey, and the numerous and minute details which; 
have to be exhibited, necessarily i n volve much time 


Gnd the more so, as it has not been in my power 


to place more than three officers upon the duty. * 
3. Surveys for the defence of Ameliaisland. This 

is a survey for purposes of fortification, and will be 

completed in the course of the next season. 

4, Officers of the corps have also been, for the 

greater part of the year, making surveys and recon- 
noissances, under the direction of General Worth, in 
Florida, which have resulted in a great improvement 
of the map of that Territory heretofore published. 
Nearly the whole of the information so collected has 
been received at the office, reduced and plotted, and 
the map is now in such a state of forwardness that 
it could be made ready for the engraver’s hand in 
about a week. 
' 5. Survey of the Northeastern boundary. Imme- 
diately alter the treaty of Washington had been ne. 
gotiated, the houorable Secretary of State applied to 
the War Department for officers of the corps to sur- 
vey and locatg the line according to the treaty. He 
desired to have a large detachment from the corps, 
and, in conformity, a major, a captain, and three 
lieutenants, were detailed for the duty, upon which 
they are still engaged. 

6. Survey of Albemarle sound, North Carolina. 
A law of the last session of Congress directed “a 
survey of the direct communication from Albemarle 
sound to the Atlantic ocean, with a view to re-open 
a ship channel.” So soon as the necessary arrange. 
monts could be made, a captain of the corps was sent 





upon this duty. He has completed the survey, and 
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also the plan, es 
submitted to Congress during the coming session, ac- 
cording to established custom in such cases. 


7. The military reconnoissance of the peninsula 
of Maryland, south of the road from this city to An. 
This interesting work was suspended dur- 
ing the last year, but will be resumed again in the 
Its necessity and importance will be duly 
appreciated, from the reflection that it is the quarter 
from which Washington was attacked during the last 
war, and from which it would probably be attacked 
It should therefore be 
most carefully examined, and the department should 
be in the possession of reports upon all its military 
features, its facilities for attack and defence, its 
weak and strong positions, its physical and moral 
In fact, similar reconnoissances should 
be made of all our principal cities, indicating points 
from which attacks would probably be made, and 
modes by which they could be successfully opposed. 
We have already, of nearly all our seaports, surveys 
of positions for fortifications, and of entrances by 
water to the several harbors; and the kind of inves- 
tigations now desirable are those general military re- 
connoissances embracing the circuit in which an 
enemy may land, and by surprise or rapid movement 
lay a city under contribution, and retire with his boo- 


napolis. 


spring. 


again, in any future war. 


resources, 


ty before he could be attacked. 


8. The execution of such duties will involve no 


great expense, The maps of the country are gener- 
ally sufficiently accurate for them. Extending these 
to a desired scale, the officer can readily fill up with 
the topography, and indicate the roads, fords, ferries, 


bridges, and general character of the water coursesf 
which, with a report embracing the requisite milita. 


ry reasoning and considerations, would possess a 
general in command with matter highly essential to 
whatever military operations he might direct. 


sixteen thousand dollars, 

9. Surveys west of the Mississippi. 
anuual report I informed the department that a de. 
tachment of the corps was then in the field, upon a 
survey of the Kansas and Platte rivers, and that its 
operations would probably be extended to the Rocky 
Mountains. It returned in due season, and the re- 
port of its commanding officer, Lieutenant Fremont, 
has been printed, by order of the Senate, and is now 
before Congress. This report, and the map which 
accompanies it, will, I hope, be received as evidence 
of the importance and value of these surveys. 

Accurate geographical knowledge is among the 
most valuable which a country can possess; and, 
from the observations made by Lieutenant Fremont, 
and exhibited in his report, we are justified in ex- 
tending the distance of the Rocky Mountains to 
about seventy-seven miles farther west than former 
maps have placed them, Inthe course of his expe- 
dition, this officer determined the latitude of sixty- 
six positions and the longitude of thirty-three, He 
also determined the height of seventy-four positions, 
by the barometer; he also collected three hundred 


tes, and report, which will be] 


Gra- 
dually to accomplish these objects, and to make such 
surveys for positions to be fortitied as may be requir- 
ed of this office, a small estimate will be submitted— 


In the last 


and fifty plants of the region in which he travelled , 
which will be found named in his report. And 1 
deem it but justice to his energy and industry, 
to state, that his report was received and published 
in less than a year from the day on which he left 
Washington upon the expedition. 

The same officer is now again in that region, upon 
another similar expedition, from which equally valu- 
able results are anticipated. 

-10. It is contemplated, in the course of the next 
season, to have more than one party in this region, 
and to assign to their operations a thorough exami- 
nation and determination of the usually travelled 
route to Santa Fe, as far, probably, as Brent’s trad- 
ing house; from which position, as a point of ren- 
dezvous, many places could be accurately determined 
of the Rocky Mountain range of that vicinity within 
our territory. 

11. These expeditions are unavoidably more costly 
than our usual surveys. ‘They have to be organized 
for defence as well as duty, and in a country in 
which meat stuffs alone can be counted upon, (and 
that frequently a precarious dependence.) ‘The 
|equipment has to be adapted to meet all other wants, 
among which the necessary and customary Indian 
presents forms no unimportant part. For the conti. 
nuation of these surveys, twenty thousand dollars is 
submitted. 

12. The map of the country north of the Missouri 
and west of the Mississippi, upon which Mr. Nicol- 
let had been employed, has been duly completed. In 
conformity with the directions of the Senate, three 
hundred copies of the one on the large scale have 
been published ; and the reduced map, to accompany 
the report, is now in the engraver’s hands, and will 
be ready to be issued with the repoft. 

13. The protracted ill health of this highly gifted 
and amiable man, which terminated fatally in Sep- 
tember last, infused some delay in the preparation of 
his report, which had, in the end, to be put in the 
printer’s hands before it received the finishing touch 
from its author. 


14. He had contemplated a vast design, which 




















would have required many years of labor, from a 
more robust frame than he possessed, properly to 
have consummated ; and the report, which will now 
be printed, may be considered rather as an imperfect 
sketch of a part only of his views. 
described the physical geography of that extensive 


Fully to have 


country would of itself require a volume ; its botany, 
another; its geology, a third. And when to these 
we add the vast number of geographical positions de- 
termined by him during the five years he was in the 
field, and of heights determined by the barometer, it 
may be truly said that he had contemplated, if he 
has not accomplished, a herculanean task. 

15. Under the authority of the War Department, 
he was furnished with such assistance as he desired, 
in copying, making his drawings, and in making his 
astronomical and barometrical calculations, And, in 
order to save him all labor, as well as all anxiety on 
that head, the map for his report was reduced, re- 
compiled, and drawn in the bureau, 

16, But these remarks do not give an adequate 
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idea of all the objects to which his attention had} 


been directed. We find among his papers volumi-. 
nous notes, (in French,) upon the history, traditions, 
customs, superstitions, religion, laws, music, and 
languages, of the Indian tribes which he found re- 
siding within the limits of his map. All these he 
intended to digest, reduce to form, and to make them 
varts of his report, if health and life had been allowed 
tohim. And when, to his profoundly thinking and 
philosophical mind, it is considered that his notes 
are the results of his personal observations, and that 
his knowledge of the prevailing language among the 
tribes he visited enabled him to eorrect the ignorance 
and errors of an interpreter, there can be no doubt! 
that the report he contemplated would have been ful 
of interest, philosophy, and truth, 

17. But although these notes were not prepared 
for publication byM@heir lamented author, they are 
yet not so imperfect that an intelligent mind cannot 
put them into proper shape; and as they were col- 
lected by him while in the service of the United 
States, and were intended to form a part of the report 
of his public labors, they have somewhat the aspect 
of public property, and have a claim upon as much 





of public patronage as may be necessary to bring 
them out. They will probably make, if printed, 
about two hundred pages, of the usual size of Con- 





gress documents, A few weeks before he died, he 
deposited these notes with a friend, giving to hima 
discretion over them. This friend has already ex-| 
pressed to mo his readiness to prepare them for pub- | 
lication, and, in conformity with your approbation, | 
he is now employed upon the duty. 

18. The subjects of these notes are those in refer. 
ence to which the literary and philosophical portions 
of the world are now full of active curiosity ; and as 
it was in the employ of the United States that the 
investigations were made, it seems to me, as due to 
the United States, that they should possess whatever 
reputation will attach to making them public. 

19. Survey of the lakes. The officer in charge of 
this duty has been so long and so constantly in the 
field, upon the work, that he has not yet furnished 
the usual account of his operations for the season. 
These are known, however, to have been extensive 3 
and no doubt is entertained that the progress of the 
work has been fully commensurate to the time and 
numbers devoted to it. In the absence of such ac- 
count, I will endeavor, briefly, to expose to the ho- 
norable Secretary the general views under which 
the work is conducted. 

20. There # but one sound principle which can 
be admitted as a governing principle in works of this 
kind—namely, to extend over the lakes, as far as 
practicable, a chain of triangles; then to connect 
this chain, where the lake is too wide, by series of 
smaller triangles, along the shore. Any other prin- 
ciple, except for a temporary approximate result, 
would be at variance with the received practice of 
all nations, and with methods known to yield the 
most accurate and the mast prompt results, and also 
the most economical under proper management. 

21. This method dates as far back as 1617, when 
Willebrod Snell applied it to the survey of Holland. 











It has been the method invariably pursued since, for 
such purposes, and for the determinations of arcs of 
the meridian, whenever an accuracy becoming the 
science of the age was the aim. 

22. The method has, of course, experienced great 
improvements in modes of calculating, corrections 
of calculations, and in the kind and quality of the 
instruments used. 

It is now the method pursued in the survey of 
Great Britain, at paesent going on, and is also the 
general method of the survey of the coast. 

23. Our operations upon the lakes have, of neces- 
sity, to be varied according to the configuration’ of 
the country, the width of the lakes, and the power 
of instruments. The lakes are extremely broad in 
places, and have nowhere a mountain border capable 
of commanding very distant views. The’ idea, 
therefore, of a primary triangulation of large trian- 
gles throughout their extent, is one which cannot be 
sustained; and we are, in consequence, from a ne- 
cessity which nature imposes, obliged to combine 
with the primary triangles a series of smaller ones, 
throughout parts of the lake coast. 

24, Commencing at the southern extremity of 
Lake Michigan, and going northwardly, it is very evi- 
dent, from the width of the lake, and from its low 
flat shores, that no series of triangles can be thrown 
across this lake, until arriving as far north as the 
Manitoo islands. At this vicinity, and with the aid 
of the Beaver islands, series of triangles may be 
made, to connect the two shores of the lake, and 
may be carried northeastwardly through the straits 
of Mackinac, and possibly as far into Lake Huron 
as a series of islands called the Ducks, on the north- 
ern shore, anda promontory of the coast on the 
southern shore. 

25. This series of triangles may also be extended 
north and west, so as to establish a connection with 
Lake Superior, and embrace the eastern extremity of 
that lake. 

26. Proceeding again to Lake Huron, a hiatus in 
the triangulation across the Jakes will have to take 
place; and it is barely probable that the series may 
be again commenced and be established, between the 
two shores, south and near Saginaw hay, and from 
thence be continued down to Fort Gratiot. . 

27. From Fort Gratiot to lake St. Clair, the con- 
nection is without difficulty; and the whole of lake 
St. Clair may fairly be considered as within the con- 
troLof good instruments. From lake St. Clair, the 
connection with lake*Erie is by the straits of De. 
troit; and the western end of lake Erie, so far as 
Point au Playe on the northern, and the mouth of 
Vermilion or Black river on the southern shore, may 
also be considered within the limits of a triangula. 
tion. Should this proyp to be the case, it will ena- 
ble the officer on that duty to have a regular series 
of triangles across the lakes and _ straits, from the 
vicinity of Saginaw bay to the lo@@Mties just stated, 
upon Lake Erie. a 

28. There will now again have to be a hiatus in 
the triangulation across the lakes ; because, proceed- 
ing eastwardly upon Lake Erie, the shores do not 
approximate sufficiently for operations of that kind 
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until arriving at Long point, on the northern shore, 
and the vicinity of Burgett’s town, or Portland, on 
the southern; from whence the work can be con- 
tinued, to establish the connection with the western 
end of Lake Ontario, This last lake widens so ra- 
pidly from each end, and its shores are so distant 
from each other, that it may be considered impracti- 
cable to extend a triangulation over it. 

29. Lake Champlain is completely within the 
power of good instruments, and presents no difficul- 
ties of the kind referred to. 

30. The hiatus in tho main triangulation, which 
have been noted, will have to be filled up with a se- 
ries of small triangles along the shore. 

31. These general views expose the system which 
will have to be pursued, and embrace what properly 
constitutes the geodetic part of the survey; they 
constitute also the system upon which the operations 
already made have been conducted. 

32. The details of the shore, (within our own lim- 
its,) and of the several harbors not yet surveyed, will 
be obtained in the usual manner, and need no partic. 
ular exposition. 

33. It will be perceived that the plan indicated will 
oblige us, at times, to seek a triangle point upon the 
shores of a foreign Power. But, in this matter, no 
difficulty is apprehended ; as, in the surveys which 
have already been made, we have universally met 
with the greatest courtesy and civility on the part of 
the British officers, and with their consent have ope- 
rated, on making known our wishes. Nor is it 
doubted, that, if in all cases our object is previously 
made known to the commanding officers and author. 











to try the plan; and as the plan had been carefully 
studied by the bureau, he desired that the work 
should be placed under it. The application being 
approved by the War Department, Captain W. H. 
Swift, who, when in Europe, had made the struc. 
tures on this principle objects of his particular atten- 
tion, was ordered to superintend the rebuilding of this 
beacon. His report upon the subject, full of interest- 
ing details, is hereto appended. 

38. The screw-pile light involves two important 
principles ; Ist, the manner in which the pile is im- 
bedded in the soil; and, 2d, the comparative absence 
of all resistance to the wave by the superstructure. 
The locality of the Black Rock ledge admitted only 
of an application of the second. 

39. It is now completed entirely ef wrought iron, 
and at a cost of less than $5,090. It was not more 
than three days after it was completed when the se- 
vere storm occurred in the sound, (early in October,) 
which disabled so many steamboats, and drove the 
light-boat from its moorings, near Bartleti’s reef. 
The beacon stood the trial of this storm without the 
least injury. 

40. Improvement of the Red river. From the 
last report of the superintending engineer, the con- 
tractor for this work is zealously and faithfully at- 
tending to it, and the river is represented as being in 
good boating order. 

41. Repairs of the Potomac Bridge. This work 
has been completed, and the control of it placed in 
the hands of the Commissioner of Public Buildings. 
It experienced some delays in consequence of the 
, discontents of the citizens of Georgetown at the po- 
ities, we shall be less fortunate hereafter. sition of the draw, which were not adjusted to their 

34. We want, upon the foreign coast referred to, | satisfaction without a legal investigation, during the 
merely triangle or geographical points, as we never course of which the work was susjended. It also 
have made, nor do we mean to attempt, any detail experienced delays from the unusual and frequent 
surveys on that coast. freshets of the season—the last, during the month of 

35. The survey, by the British, of their part of the | September, exceeding any known freshet for many 
lake coast, has been pushed forward with great ac-| years. During its continuance, the drift wood, not 
tivity and intelligence; and we have now, in this | being able to escape through the pile work of the old 
office, as many as thirty sheets of engraved maps, | part of the bridge, lodged against it in vast quanti- 
the rtsults of their operations. ties, forming a compact raft, and in fact a complete 

36. For the continuation of the lake surveys, the | dam, obstructing all passing of the water, except be- 
sum of twenty thousand dollars is submitted, tween the piers of the new work. This, of conso- 

37.«There was an appropriation of $10,000 made| quence, forced the whole mighty mass of moving 
during the last session of Congress for “ rebuilding | water between these piers, violently eroding the river 
the beacon of Black Rock, Connecticut.” It had| bottom. They all withstood the shock without in. 
been three times overthrown, and the honorable Se- | jury, except one, which, having been placed the sea. 
cretary of the Treasury, in whose department the) son before, and having withstood the freshets of the 
superintendence of light-houses and beacons is placed, | previous winter and spring, was considered among 
applied to the War Department to have the “‘re-|the most secure of the structure. Bet in conse- 
building” directed by the law placed under the super- | quence of the raft obstruction before spoken of, and 
intendence of this bureau. When at the head of the | of the mass of water which was thrown through the 
War Department, he had become satisfied with the | part which kept open, about thirteen feet of soil was 
advantages and economy of the adoption, for such | washed out from beneath this pier, occasioning it to 
structures in suitable localities, of the principles of | sink considerably and unequally. The bridge, how. 
Mitchell’s patent screw moorings, and had approved |ever, was but slightly affected by it, as, from the 
of the reeomiendifion of this bureau to use that| mode of construction, it is sustained by piles, inde. 
principle for thefight-house at Flynn’s Knoll, aj} pendent of the pier, tae pier structure being for the 
work which had been placed under the direction of | purpose of protecting the piles by which the bridge 
the bureau. But no appropriation for that work hav. |is sustained. Such an accident could not well have 











ing been obtained, he considered that the rebuilding 
ef the Black Rock beacon offered a good opportunity 


been anticipated : that a place which had not more 








[than seven feet of water for years, and where a pier, 
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‘ use of the bridge. 
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loaded with quantities of stone, had settled and re- 
mained immovable for more than a year, should sud. 
denly have thirteen feet of mud swept out from un- 
det it, the depth of water being changed from seven 
to twenty feet. It is no bad compliment, however, 
to the work, that the new work should have stood 
this violent shock without for a moment having the 
passing over the bridge interrupted; and it shows 
that the piles upon which it rests were driven to an 
unyielding bottom, as these did net sink with the crib 
or pier. As soon as the condition of this crib was 
ascertained, great quantities of stone were thrown 
around it, to secure it. It is now firm and safe, al- 
though disterted and unsightly. 

42, It had been contemplated, in the first instance, 
to take up about one hundred and thirty feet of the 
old bridge, immediately adjacent to and east of the 
former rupture, as to that extent it had been much 
injured and weakened, and to replace it by an addi- 
tional pier and bridge span, upon the plan of the re- 
pairs. But the time which had been lost from va- 
rious causes, as before stated, and the extreme anx- 
iety to bring the bridge into use, induced us to use 
that part of the old bridge. But the timbers for the 
proposed additional span have been prepared, and | 
the additional pier framed; they are now ready for | 
use at any future period. 

43. These circumstances have occasioned the ex- 
penses fer the repairs to exceed the appropriation by 
a small amount, for which an estimate is submitted. 

44. The old bridge is low, and upon piles within 
twenty-five feet of each other. The part repaired is 
more elevated, and rests upon piers giving a water 
way between each of one hundred and twenty feet. 
Much of the old bridge yet remains, but, from its 
plan, it furnishes no adequate water way for the pas- 
svuge of ice and drift wood in times of freshets. In 
consequence, the drift and ice pack against the old 
part of the bridge, partially if not completely ob- 
structing the passage of the water—forming a spe- 
cies of dam, which, with the causeway, extends, at 
such times, over more than half of the river, forcing 
the flood with accumulated violence through the 
western and eastern channels, gouging out the bottom 
immediately under the bridge, without benefit to the 
channel above er below, thereby endangering the 
bridge and preducing no good. In addition, the old 
parts of the bridge are much decayed, requiring fre- 
quent repairs, and were so injured by the pressure 
and concussion of the drift from the freshet of last 
September, that it is doubted if parts of it will with- 
stand another similar trial, Under these considera- 
tions, it is respectfully suggested that the whole of 
the old bridge (except the causeway part) should be 
removed, and be replaced upon a plan similar to that 
of the late repairs: that is, the floor to be raised as 
high as that of the repairs, and the water way be- 
tween the piers to be as great. 

45. I will also state that structures of this kind 
are liable to accident and to decay, which, if imme- 
diately attended to, are remedied with but little cost, 
but if neglected become serious breaches, requiring 
costly repairs, interrupting for the time being the 





There should be, therefore, a 


—s 


contingent fund always at the disposal of some 
agent, to be applied as required, or a toll should be 
exacted sufficient to keep up the requisite repairs. 

46. The bridge also stands in need of the protec 
tion of law against wilful injuries. and against rapid 
driving over it. There is scarcely a bridge of any 
extent in our country which is not protected in that 
way. And while I am willing to yield, generally 
to those who pass over this the merit of correct con- 
duct, yet, from the experience while the repairs were 
being made, I am disposed to think that such pro- 
tection as has been indicated would not be without 
beneficial effects. 

47. Improvement of the Ohio, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, and Arkansas rivers. The appropriation for 
these rivers is in one sum, but it has been found ex- 
pedient to divide the duty into two distinct commands, 
namely: the Ohio above the falls at Louisville as 
one; the falls and the Ohio below, and the Missis- 
sippi, Missouri, and Arkansas, as the othor. This 
division was oecasioned by specific differences in the 
character of the Ohio above the falls and that of the 
Ohio at the falis and below, and of the other rivers 
named, which differences call for a different system 
of improvement, and the employment of different 
kinds of boats and machinery. I shall therefore 
treat of the operations under this appropriation un. 
der the two heads just stated. 

48. Of the Ohio at the falls and below, and of the 
Mississippi, the Missouri, and the Arkansas. In 
conformity with a resolution of the Senate of the 
last session, a survey has been made of the falls at 
Louisville, with a view of presenting a plan for their 
improvement; but, as the report and estimate have 
not yet been received, they cannot form a part of 
this report, but will be presented as soon as received 
which will be, without doubt, in time for any action 
of Congress during the present session. 

49. The report of operations upon the Ohio below 
the falls, and upon the Mississippi, the Missouri, and 
the Arkansas, is hereto annexed. As this is the first 
report in reference to these rivers since the appropri- 
ation of 1842, and as it goes into many interesting 
details, it is considered desirable to attach the whole 
as an appendix. 

50. The first appropriation for the improvement of 
these rivers since the suspension of the work in 1838 
was in August, 1842, when an amount of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars was appropriated. During the 
last session of Congress, two additional appropria- 
tions were made—one for the half year ending the 
30th of June, 1843, of fifty thousand dollars; and 
the other of one hundred thousand dollars, to em. 
brace the new fiscal year ending on the last of June, 
1844—making a total of two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars. 

51. Of the amount appropriated, there has been 
drawn from the Treasury, up to the lst day of No- 
vember, 1843, the sum of one hundred and sixty 
thousand five hundred and eighty-eight dollars, leav- 
ing, on that day, an unexpended balance of eighty 
nine thousand four hundred and twelve dollars, To 
this balance should be added a small amount of five 
thousand seven hundred and forty-four dollars are 
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funding by the former tothe present agent—making | 


years since these two rapids were carefully surveyed, 


the total balance applicable to the work, until the and plans and estimates for their improvement sub- ; 
30th day of next June, ninety-five thousand one mitted; special appropriations in their favor were 


hundred and fifty-six dollars. 


52. The wants of the service up to that period are | 
estimated to require about one hundred and seventeen | 
thousand dollars; and asthe balance in the Treasury | 
and other available means are not more than ninety- | 
five thousand one hundred and fifty-six dollars, it will | 


be seen that this balance will be fully exhausted be- 
fore the appropriations for the ensuing year can be 
made and become available. 

53. But, as before remarked, the work upon these 
rivers was divided into two cummands, which madé 
it necessary to apportion the amount appropriated, 
that each officer, being aware of the amount at his 
disposal, could govern his operations accordingly. 
At first it was decided to assign fifty thousand dol. 
lais to the Ohio above the falis; but from the repre- 
sentations of the officer superintending that division 
of the work, that this amount would not cover the 
extent of work which could be advantageously 
accomplished this fall, the amount was increased to 
sixty-five thousand dollars. 

54. Of the Ohio below the falls. The improve- 
ment of this part of the river consists of the removal 
of snags and sunken logs from its channel, and in 
the construction of wing dams and jetfees, in order 
to concentrate the water to a single narrow, and 
consequently deeper, channel over the shoals. Many 
snags and logs have been removed, but, as yet, no 
dams have been constructed since the appropriation 
of August, 1842, Under former appropriations, some 
dams were erected in this part, which, it is said, 
have produced very beneficial effects; but, from the 
omission of timely repairs, and from those causes 
which expose these and aJ] similar structures to in. 
jury, the dams are somewhat dilapidated. Careful 
examinations of them are now being made, which 
will not merely give data for the most effective re- 
pairs, but will also furnish the most valuable infor. 
mation to guide in the plans and inaterials for other 
similar structures. 

55. The Mississippi river. From New Orleans to 
the mouth of the Missouri is about twelve hundred 
miles. ‘The obstructions to navigation in this dis. 
tance may be considered as consisting entirely of 
snags, sunken logs, stumps, trees, and wrecks, as its 
worst low-water stage may be fairly stated as equal 
to four and a half feet. Our attention to this part of 
the river has been directed to the removal of the ob- 
structions just named, 

56. From the mouth of the Missouri to that of the 
St. Peter’s, a distance of about six hundred and fifty 
miles, the river assumes a different character. In 
this distance, shoals, in the form of sand bars, are 
occasionally met with; and there are two remarka- 
ble rapids over ledges of rock, known “as the Des 
Moines and Rock Island rapids; yet, during about 
eight months of the year, the river is navigable over 
these rapids to the St. Peter’s, and above for steam- 
boats of about one hundred and fifty tons. Opera. 
tions have not been extended to this part of the riy- 
er since the appropriation of August, 1842. A few 


| 


also made, and the work begun, but suspended be- 
cause of the omission of the appropriations before 
any very serious impression was made upon the ob. 
structions. 

57. The Missouri river. The appropriation of 
August, 1842, was the second in which the attention 


‘of Government seems to have been seriously turned 


‘towards this highly important river. With all ex- 
isting obstructions, from snags, sawyers, rafis, sunk- 


len logs, impending trees, bars, &c., this river has 


} 
‘ 


, been passed by steamboats up to the Yellowstone, a 
distance of about one thousand eight hundred miles. 
‘It is stated, that during favorable seasons, boats 
\drawing four feet water can ascend that far; and 
' during those parts of the season the least favorable 
to navigation, boats drawing two feet water may as- 
'cend go Council Bluffs, about six hundred miles from 
| its mouth, 

58. As soon as the condition of the river was fa. 
vorable for the work, one of the new snag boats was 
employed upon it. 

59. The Arkansas river. This river may be con- 
sidered as possessing a sufficient depth of water for 
steamboat navigation for about six hundred miles 
from its mouth. The obstructions to its navigatien 
consist of bars, shoals, snags, and impending trees ; 
our efforts to improve it have, as yet, been confined 
to these two last. 


60. In addition to these operations upon the rivers 
named, the two old snag boats have been repaired, 
two new ones have been built, and a machine boat is 
now being built at Cincinnati. That the service of 
these boats may be judged of, I subjoin a return of 
the labor peformed by each. 

61. Statement of snags, trees, ig removed from 
the channels and banks of the Western rivers since 
the commencement of operations on the 14th No. 


vember, 1842. 


” * * * 


62. From this table it will be seen that four thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-three snags have 
been removed, eleven thousand one hundred and for- 
ty-nine impending and threatening trees have been 
felled, four hundred and sixty-nine roots removed 
from under the river banks, aud one wreck has beeu 
raised. 


(To be continued.) 





ProreLters.—A revolution in the coasting trade 
is going on, which will produce consequences little 
thought of, it may be. Two propellers have done 
the business of Hartford during the past season, 
throwing some twenty sloops and schooners out of 
employment, and rendering wharf property a useless 
thing almost. In the course of a couple of years, 
we shall probably find that a thousand sailing vessels 
have been completely superseded by a hundred steam 
propellers, making a proportionate diminution in the 
demand for wharf accommodations every where.— 
N. Y. Journal of Commerce. 
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Communications. : out four armed vessels, be authorized todraw on the 

=< ee n Continental Treasurers, from time to time, for as 
HISTORICAL NOTES.—No. 1. much cash as shall be necessary for the above pur- 

er ae pose, not exceeding the sum of one hundred thou- 

Pom AMERICAN FLAG. sand dollars; and that the said Committee have pow- 


On the 22d of December, 1775, Congress er to agree with such officers and seamen, as are pro- 
’ ’ 


sed’ ihetollowie resolademn 4° per to man and command said vessels, and that the 
I Resolved, That t he fol lor cing idoud officers encouragement to such officers and seamen be one 


be appointed: (1 half of all the ships of war made prize of by them, 


Ezekiel Hopkins, Esquire, Commander in and one-third of all transport vessels, exclusive of 
; ? ) wager, 
Chief. 


: On the 22d of December, the Committee 
Dudley Saltonstall, Captain of the Alfred. ; 
Abraham Whipple, Captain of the Colum- laid a list of the officers they had appointed 





bie | before the Congress, who ordered their com- 
Nicholas Biddle, Captain of the Andrea! missions to be granted: 
[ orth. In Concress, December 22, 1775. 
pe B. Hopkins, Captain of the Cabot. ' The Committee appointed to fit out armed vessels, 


First Lieutenant# John Paul Jones, Rhodes, laid before Congress a list of the officers by them ap. 
Arnold, Stansbury, Hoysted Hacker, pointed, agrecable to the powers to them given by 
Jonathan Pitcher. | Congress, viz : 

Second Lieutenants, Benjamin Seabury, Jo-| Esck Hopkins, Esq., ‘commander-in-chief of 
seph Olney, Elisha Warner, Thomas Weaver, the fleet. 








Me Dougall. | Dudley Saltonstall, captain of the Alfred. 
Third Lieutenants, John Fanning, Ezekiel} Abraham Whipple, captain of the Columbus. 
Burroughs, Daniel Vaughan. | Nicholas Biddle, captain of the Andrew Doari. 


Resolv ed. That the pay of the comimandets| John Burrows Hopkins, captain of the Cabot. 
in-chief of the fleet, be one hundred and twen-| First Lieutenants, John Paul Jones, Rhodes Ar- 
ty- -five dollars a month. ‘nold, —— Stansbury, Hoysted Hacker, Jonathan 

he equipment of all the vessels mentioned, | Pitcher. 
as well as of two or three more of less size,! Second Lieutenants, Benjamin Seabury, Joseph 
was going on in the autumn of 1775, the ap-| Olney, Elisha Warner, Thomas Weaver, —— Mc- 
pointment of their officers was made at the Dougall. 
close of the year (2), and the first ensign éver | Third Lieutenants, John Fanning, Ezekiel Bur- 
shown by a regular American man-of-war, | roughs, Daniel Vaughan. 
was hoisted in the Delaware, on board the Al-| Resolved, That the pay of the commander-in-chief 
fred, by the hands of Paul Jones, sometime of the fleet be one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
about the last of December, (3) This event) rer calender month. 
could not have occurred previously tothe vote| Resolved, That commissions be granted to the 
appointing a commander-in-chicf, as we are. ' above officers agreeable to their rank in the above ap- 
expressly told that the flag was shown when _pointment. 
that officer first repaired on board his ship. NOTE 2.) 
What that ensign was, is not now certainly 
known, but it is thought to have beena device 
represenfing a pine tree, with a rattlesnake 
about to strike, coiled at its root, with the mot- 
to“ dont tread on me.” It is certain such a 
flag was used, at the commencement of the 
Revolution, and on board some of the vessels Puitapetruia, November 6, 1775. 
of war, though whether this was the flag worn| Dear Six: You will perceive by a letter from the 
by the ‘Alf red is not quite so clear. (4)—Coop- Committee dated yesterday, that they have pitched 


Commodore Hopkins was appointed by the 
Committee on the 5th of November. His 
brother, Stephen Hopkins, one of the Commit- 
tee, in a‘letter written on the 6th, requests him 
to accept the appointment. 





ers History of the Navy, ch. 1V. upon you to take the command of the small fleet, 
which they and I hope will bethe beginning of one 
NOTE (1, much larger. I suppose you"may be more serviceable 


The officers were appointed by a commit to your country in this very dangerous crisis of its 
: irs, b i thi and, than you 
tee, consisting of Mr. Deane, Mr. Langdon, affairs, by taking upon you this comm y 


can in any other way. I should therefore hope 
Mr. Gadsd eae ae naaead zsh * Mr. that this will be a sufficient inducement, for you to 


h ed accept of this offer. 
authorized to appoint the officers by a _resolu- Pay and perquisites will be such as you will have 
tion adopted on the 2d of November, viz. no reasonato complain of. Such officers and sea- 
In Concress, November 2, 1775. men as you may procure to come with you, may be 
Resolved, That the Committee appointed to carry 


informed that they will{enter into pay from their 
into execution the Resolves of Congress, for fitting | first engaging in the service, and will be ‘entitled to 
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share as prize the one half of all armed vessels, and 
the one-third of all transports that shall be taken. 
You may assure all with whom you converse, that’ 
the Congress increase in their unanimity, and rise 
stronger and stronger in the spirit of opposition to 
the tyranica] measures of the administration. 
I am your affectionate brother, 
Srernen Horsins, 


To Eseck Hopkins, 
Providence, R. I. 


Captain Biddle was appointed before the 

Lith of December : 
PennsyLvania Commitee or Sarety, 
December 9, 1775. 

Upon application to this Board in behalf of Cap- 
tain Nicholas Biddle, that he may have liberty te 
resign his commission, in order to enter into the 
continental service. 


- 


mission. 
December 11, 1775. 


Resolved, That Captain Nathaniel Boyce, take the 
command of the armed boat Franklin, Captain Bid. | 
dle, the late commander, being promoted in the con- | 


tinental service. 
-On the 19th of December, the fleet was 
nearly ready to sail : 
In Concress, December 19, 1775. 
Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of Penn- 
sylvania be requested to supply the armed vessels, | 
which are nearly ready to sail, with four tons of 
gunpowder, at the continental expense. 








NOTE (3.) | 


The Black Prince, a merchant vessel com- 


Resolved, That he have liberty to resign his com-|“The Alfred carried the SrANDARD: 


ppg enteemegmarnmmeenee 


standard, which he had hoisted ; all the Virginia and 
South Carolina troops are in full march against him ; 
and for fear they may not be able to follow these 
vagabonds, traitors to their country, from river to 
river, as he may proceed with the assistance of his 
vessels, we are fitting out here, a number of ships, 
with the greatest expodition, to attack him; they will 
sail, or at least fall down the river, in a few days, viz : 
The Black Prince, a fine vessel, carries a flag, and 
mounts from twenty to thirty 12 and 16 pounders, 
besides swivels, and fights mostly under deck: two 
stout, fast sailing brigs, a sixteen gun sloop, just 
arrived from Rhode Island, with one or two other 
ships not yet in commission ; the Admiral and Com. 
manders are determined on, but not publicly known. 
Other ships will join our fleet in Chesapeake Bay, 
from Baltimore town. 


NOTE (4). 








In Provincial Congress of South Carolina, Charles- 
ton, February 9, 1776. 
Colonel Gadsden presented to the Congress an ele- 

gant standard, such as is to be used by the Com. 

mander-in-chief of the Amefican Navy; being a 


| yellow field, with a lively representation of a Rar- 


TLE Snake in the middle, in the attitude of going to 
strike, and these words underneath, ** Don’r Treap 
ON ME.” . 

Ordered, That the said standard be carefully pre- 
served, and suspended in the Congress room, 


The following speculations on this “ uncom- 
mon device,” as the writer calls it, were print- 
ed in December, 1775. 


‘I observed on one of tle drums belonging to the 
marines, now raising, there was painted a Rattle 








manded by Captain J. Barry, arrived at Phila- Snake, with this modest motto under it, “ Don’t tread 
delphia ftom London, on the 13th of October, on me.” As I know it is the custom to have some 
was purchased and armed by the Committee. device on the arms of every country, I supposed this 
On board this ship, afterwards named tne Al-' may be intended for the arms of America ;atid-as 





fred, the Flag was hoisted on the 3d of De- 
cember : | 
Extract of a Letter addressed to the Earl of Dart- 

mouth, dated Maryland, December 20, 1775. 

A Continental and Provincial currencies to faci}. | 
itate this great undertaking, are emitted, which cir- | 
culate freely, and are daily exchanged for silver and | 
gold. Their harbors, by spring, will swarm with | 
privateers ; an Admiral is appointed, a Court estab- 
lished, and on the third instant, the Continental flag, 
on board the Black Prince, opposite Philadelphia, was 
hoisted. 


Extract of a Letter to a friend in England, dated 

Philadelphia, December 6, 1775. 

We have just come to hand, by express from Vir- 
ginia, that Lord Dunmore has issued a Proclamation, 
declaring all negroes and servants free, that belong. 
ed to men in arms for the defence of their country ; 
that he had beat the Provincials in two skérmishes : 
the particulars are only known tothe Congress, which 
we fear are not very favorable. Great numbers of 
people, whito and black, had repaired to the King’s 


| 








I have nothing to do with public affairs, and as my 
time is perfectly my own, in order to divert an idle 
hour, I sat down to guess what could have been in- 
tended by this uncommon device. I took éare, how- 
ever, to consult on this occasion a person who is ac- 


| quainted with heraldry, from whom I learned, that it 


is a rule among the learned in that science— That 
the worthy properties of the animal, in the ¢rest- 
born, shall be considered,” and, ** That the base ones 
cannot have been intended ;” he likewise informed 
me that the ancients considered the serpent as an 
emblem of wisdom, and, in a certain attitude, of end- 
less duration; both which circumstances I suppose 
may have been had in view. 

Having gained this intelligenee, and recollecting 
that countries are sometimes represented by animals 
peculiar to them, it occurred to me, that the Rattle 
Snake, is found in no other quarter of the world be- 
sides America, and may therefore have been chosen, 
on that account, to represent her. 

But then, “ the worthy properties’? of a snake, I 
judged would ke hard to point out. This rather 
raised, than suppressed my curiosity, and having fre. 
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quently seen the Rattlesnake, I run over in my mind 
every property by which she was distinguished, not 
only from other animals, but from those of the same 
genus, or class of animals, endeavoring to fix some 
meaning to each, not wholly inconsistent with com- 
mon sense. 

I recollected that her eye excelled in brightness 
that of any other animal, and that she has no eye- 
lids: she may, therefore, be esteemed an emblem of 
vigilance. She never begins an attack, nor when 
once engaged, surrenders: she is, therefore, an em- 
blem of magnanimity and true courage. As if anx- 
ious to prevent all pretensions of quarrelling with 
her, the weapons with which nature has furnished 
her, she conceals in the roof of her mouth, so that, 
to those who ate unacquainted with her, she appears 
to be a most defenceless animal; and even when 
those weapons are shown and extended for her de- 
fence, they appear weak and contemptible ; but their 
wounds, however small, aro decisive, and fatal: 
Conscious of this, she never wounds till she has gen- 
erously given notice, even to her enemy, and cau. 
tioned him against the danger of treading on her. 
Was I wrong, sir, in thinking this a strong picture of 
the ten,per and conduct of America? 

The poison of her teeth is the necessary means of 
digesting her food, and at the same time is certain 
destruction toher enemies. ‘This may be understood 
to intimate that those things which are destructive to 
our enemies, may be to us, not only harmless, but 
absolutely necessary to our existence. 

I confess I was wholly at a loss what to make of 
the rattles, till went back and counted them and 
found them just thirteen, exactly the number of the 
Colonies united in America; and I recollected too, 
that this was the only part of tne snake which in. 
creased in numbers; perhaps it might be only fan- 
cy, but I conceited the painter had shown a half 
formed additional rattle, which I suppose may have 
been intended to represent the Province of Canada. 
Tis curious and amazing to observe how distinct and 
independent of each other the rattles of this animal 
are, and yet how firmly they are united together, so 
as never to be separated but by breaking them to 
pieces. One of these rattles, singly, is incapable of 
producing sound, but the ringing of thirteen toge- 
ther, is sufficient to alarm the boldest man living. 

The Rattlegpake is solitary, and associates with 
her kind only when it is necessary for their preserva- 
tion. In winter, the warmth of a number together 
‘will preserve their lives, while singly they would pro- 
bably perish 

The power of fascination attributed to her, by a 
generous construction, may be understood to mean, 
that those who consider the liberty and blessings 
which America affords, and once come over to her, 
never afterwards leave her, but spend their lives with 
her. > 
She strongly resembles America in this, that she | 


' is beautiful in youth, and her beauty increaseth with 


her age, “her tongue also is blue and forked as the 
lightning, and her abode is among the impenetrable 
rocks,” 

Having pleased myself with reflections of this | 


kind, I communicated my sentiments to a neighbor 
of mine, who has a surprising readiness at guessing 
at every thing which relates to public affairs, and 
indeed I should be jealous of his reputation, in that 
way, was it not that the event constantly shows that 
he has guessed wrong. He instantly declared it as 
his sentiments, that the Congress meant to allude to 
Lord North’s declaration in the House of Commons, 
that he never would relax his measures, unti: he had 
brought America to his feet, and to intimate to his 
Lordship, that were she brought to his feet, it would 
be dangerous treading on her. But I am positive he 
guessed wrong, for I am sure the Congress would hot 
condescend, at this time of day, to take the least no. 
tice of his Lordship in that or any other way. In 
which opinion, I am determined to remain your hum. 
ble servant. An American GuEsseEg. - 
The description of the American Standard 
was taken from the preceding publication : 
DESCRIPTION OF THE AMERICAN STANDARD. 


The colors of the American ficet to have a snake 
with thirteen rattles, the fourteenth budding, des- 
cribed in the attitude of going to strike, with this 
motto, “* DONT, TREAD ON ME.” 

It isa rule in heraldry, that the worthy proper- 
ties of the animal in the crest borne, shall be consid. 
ered, and that the base ones cannot be intended. 
The ancients considered the snake, or serpent, as an 
emblem of ‘wisdom, and, in certain attitudes, of 
endless duration. ee 

The rattlesnake is properly-a representative of 
America, as this animal is found in no other part of 
the world. 

The eye of this creature excels in brightness that 
of any other animal; she has no eyelids, and is, 
therefore, an emblem of vigilance, She never begins 
an attack, nor ever surrenders: she is therefore on 
emblem of magnanimity and true courage. When 
injured, or in danger of being injured, she never 
wounds, until she has given notice to her enemies 
of their danger; no other of her kind shows such 
generosity. 

When she is undisturbed and in peace, she does 
not appear to be furnished with weapons of any 
kind; they are latent in the roof of her mouth, 
and even when extended for her defence, appear 
to those who are unacquainted with them, to be 
weak and contemptible; yet their wounds, however 
small, are decisive and fatal. 

She ie solitary, and associates with her kind only 
when it is necessary for their preservation. Her 
poison is alone the necessary means of digesting her 
food, and certain destruction to her enemie s. 

The power of fascination attributed to her, by a 
generous construction, resembles America. . Those 
who look steadily on her are delighted, and involun- 
tarily advance towards her; and having once ap- 
hproached her, never leave her. 

She is frequently found with thirteen rattles, and 
they increase yearly. 

She is beautiful in youth, and her beauty increases 
with her age; her tongue is blue, and forked as the 








lightning. 
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His sword might, of courage, of justice his spear, 
His shield of his faith might the emblem appear ; 
The white horse he rode on, the truth of his cause, 
When engaged as the champion of freedom and laws. 





Commander-in-chief of the Navy ; the Union 
Flag was carried by the Continental ships ge- 
nerally ; 


Newsern, Nort Carotina, February 9. 1775. 


By a gentleman from Philadelphia, we have re- 
ceived the pleasing intelligence of the sailing from 
that place of the first American fleet that ever 
swelled their sails on the western ocean, in defence 
of the rights and liberties of the people of these Co. 
lonies, now suffering under the persecuting rod of 
the British ministry, and more than British tyrants 
in America, 

This fleet consists of five sail, fitted out from Phi- 
ladelphia, which are to be joined at the Capes of Vir. 
ginia, by two more from Maryland, and is command. 
ed by Admiral Hopkins, a most experienced and 
venerable sea captain. 

They sailed from Philadelphia amidst the accla. 


The dragon was slavery all covered in mail, 

Bright guineas and moidores formed each shining 
scale, 

His paws were oppression, his pinions were power, 

His tongue was deceit, dropping lies every hour. 


The virgin may signify some chartered: right, 

To subjects more dear than the blessing of light ; 
Each day singled out some new-fangled laws, 
A feast for the monster to cram his vile jaws. 


The conquest he gained o’er fair Liberty’s dread, 
| With ever-green laurels adorned his head ; 
What pity his children, forgetful of fame, 
Should sully his trophies, dishonor his name. 











mations of many thousands assembled on the joyful 
occasion, under the display of the Union Frac, with 


What demon suggested a voyage to make . 
Across the Atlantic ro WoRRY A SNAKE, , 





thirteen stripes in the field, emblematical of the thir. | 
teen United Colonies; but unhappily for us, the ice. 
in the river Delaware, as yet obstructs their passage 
down; but the time must soon arrive when this 
ficet will come to action. 

Their destination is a secret, but generally sup. 
posed to bo against the Ministerial Governors, those 
little petty tyrants that have lately spread fire and | 
sword through these Southern Colonies. For the’ 
happy success of this little fleet, three millions of peo. 
pie offer their most earnest supplications to Heaven. 


| 
i 





j 


New-Provivence, May 13, 1776. | 

The Americans have been here, and have taken! 
the King’s guns, brass mortars, and other warlike 
Their fleet consisted of seven sail, Commo- 
dore Hopkins Commander, viz: two ships of 30, 
guns each, two brigantines of 14 guns, one sloop of 
12 guns, and one schooner of eight guns. They took | 
Governor Brown and Secretary Babbidge prisoners, | 
and Mr. Irwin, belonging to Charlestown, all e 
whom were in the fleet when they engaged the Glas. 


} 
| 


stores. 


To harass her covert, with fury accurst ? 
She never opposes, unless stricken Sirst. 


No boasts doth she utter, nor threatnings bring, ~~ 
Tho’ nature with venom hath furnished her sting - 
Had you not provoked her, and urged her to battles, 
You had ne'er been disturbed with the noise of her / 
rattles. ’ we 


Take warning in time, and return home again, 
Your cause is unjust, your forces are vain ; 

If sever’d in pieces, a dozen or more 
Again shall unite with more strength than before. 


Remember Saint George, to each Englishman dear, 
Mix courage with justice—his sword with his spear— 
A fair silver ground wide emblazon’d his shield, 

The bloody cross now only covers the field. 


Let pride yield to justice, resentment to reason, 
Defence of our liberty cannot be treason ; 
We both may have erred—grant us yet but our right, 











¢ ; And then as one people we'll ever unite. 
gow man-ol-war, j 


The cotors} of the American fleet were sthined Flags “with a device representing a pine 
under the union, with thirteen strokes, called the tree, were sometimes used by the privateers 
Thirteen United Colonies ; and their stanparp a rat-. Of Massachusetts, “ at the commencement of 


The Declaration of Independence was read | 
at Providence, Rhode Island before the Gov- 
ernor, &c., on the 25th of July, 1776. Among | 
the toasts by the artillery company, after the 
ceremonies of the day, one was— 


tle snake, motto—* Don’t tread upon me.” 


May the subtlety of the American STaNpaRD de. 
stroy the ferocity of the British Lion. 


One more reference t¢ this original emblem 
of “ United America,” will be sufficient for 
the present. It was written m April, 1776: 


ST. GEORGE AND THE RATTLESNAKE, 


Saint George for their patron, our ancestors chose, 
The pride of his friends, the scourge of his foes ; 
To separate fiction from truth, though unable, 
Some meaning we all must ascribe to the fable. 





the Revolution:” . 


Portsmoutn, (ENGLAND,) Janudfy 6, 1776. 
The Tartar, Capt. Meadows, has arrived from Bos. 
ton. She has brought over seventy men, being the 
erew of an American privateer, that m®éunted ten 
guns, taken by the Fowey, man-of-war. Capt, Mea- 
dows has likewise brought her colors, which are a 
pale green palm tree, upon a white field, with this 
motto—‘* We appeal to Heaven.” She was taken 
on the Massachusetts coast cruising for transports, 

and was sent out by the council of that province. 


Hatrrax, (Nova Scotia,) June 10, 1776. 
On Sunday evening arrived here from off Boston 
harbor, a privateer brig,in the Rebel service, called 
the Yankee Hero, Captain Tracy. She was taken 
by the Milford frigate of twenty-eight guns, Captain 
Burr, after an obstinate engagement, in which the 
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captain of the privateer received a ball through his 
thigh, soon after which she struck. She is a fine 
vessel, and mounts twelve carriage guns, and six 
swivels. Her colors were a pine tree on @ white 


field. 


There was no “ flag used at the commences |. 
ment of the Revolution, on board any Ame- 
rican vessel of war,” with “a device repre-| 
senting a pine tree with a rattlesnake about to 
strike, coiled at its root.” The flags used by 
the Continental ships were the sTaANDARD and 
the union. The Union was adopted by Con- 
gress, as the American flag; in June, 1777. 
The Standard ceased to be used when the 
rank of Commander-in-chief of the navy was 
abolished ; and the rattlesnake upon it, “ Aine- 
rica’s Type,” abandoned by the nayy, has 
been preserved by the army. It has not been 
removed from the seal of the War Depart- 
ment, where it is still found, with the date, 
1778, and the motto “ THIs we’LL DEFEND.” | 


Mead a 
BATTLE OF BALTIMORE. 


‘‘ History,” said Pliny the younger, “ought to be 
guided by strict truth, and worthy actions require | 
nothing more.” Yet, alas! so often do we see the, 
commonest incidents that transpire around us so mis- 
represented, that we are almost led to distrust the | 
accuracy of all historical records, however apparent- | 
ly well authenticated ; nevertheless, it does not cease | 
to be the duty of all lovers of justice to assist in 
correcting errors in nation il anuals, especially where | 
they involve, as military annals particularly may do, | 
the personal rights and honor of the gallant dead. | 

Suppose, for instance, an historical catechism to_ 
be framed for the instruction ‘of the rising genera- | 
tion, in which it should be asked, Who contributed | 

| 








most to the salvation of Baltimore when assaulted 
by the British forces in the last war? What would | 
be the reply, founded on existing memoranda in re. 
ference to that event? Would it be, Commodore | 
John Rodgers? No, And yet history, “ guided by 
strict truth,” will say it was he. ‘I'he writer of these 
lines, prompted by no motive, ur the shadow of mo. 
tive, but that of sheer justice tothe memory of that 
veteran sailor, states that he was on board the Brit. 
ish fleet, when they received, at the mouth of the 
Potomac, the particulars of the capture of Alexan- 
dria, and so continued until after the “ demonstra- 
tion” on Baltimore, lodging on board the “ Surprife” 
frigate, commanded by the Admiral’s son, Sir Tho. 
mas Cochrane, and dining with Admiral Sir Alex. 
ander Cochran. His being the flag ship, there were 
on board and at dinner from other ships, every day, 
a large number of naval and military officers. Ad. 
miral Coddington, who afterwards commanded at 
Navarino, was the Captain of the fleet. His station 
at dinner was at the foot of the table, and the strain of 
his conversation was remarkably free and animated. 
At that time they, and he particularly, were excited 


—— —— —--_ 


British officers, on his escape in an open boat off our 
eastern coast from the cartel in which he was com- 
ing home from the Pacific, after his bloody battle 
with the two British ships off Valparaiso. Admiral] 
Coddingtop had several gradges against Porter, and 
among others was his recollection of his having once 
in the Mediterranean tucked up a British sailor and 
giving him the cat at the gang way, for his rudeness 
and insolence on board of his ship. The fact is, there 
was no love lost between our brave commander of 
the Essex and the British officers generally. 

At these large dinner parties for a week pre- 
vious to the attack on Baltimore, the."general plan 
of attack was informally spoken of, and its suc- 
cess very confidently predicted; and when on the 
eve of their demonstration the writer of this made 


J urgent application for an answer to his despatches, 


he was very courteously told—“ Oh! Mr. S., pray re- 
member how freely we have spoken of our plans— 
we cannot spare you until we have carried them out- 
In the mean time, give us the number of your house, 
and it shall be particularly cared for.’ The writer, 


“| when the debarcation commenced, went on board of 


his flag vessel, one of Ferguson’s fine Norfolk pack - 
ets, and remained there under strict surveillance, in 
sight of “the star spangled banner” at Fort Mc. 
Henry, during the whole time of the attack. Never 
was there a more favorable concurrence of wind and 
| tide for any naval operation, than that which favored 
‘the movement of the British forees against the mon- 
‘umental city. 

Not aware, until they got into the river, that ships 
‘had been sunk to obstruct the passage between the 
Fort and the Lazaretto, the plan was to defy the 
| fort, and having silenced or passed it, with the light 
frigates and boinb vessels, to turn their batteries on 
‘our troops, stationed on the heights to defend the 
city from the approach of the enemy by land. Our 
forces being thus driven off, the invading army 
|would have occupied their places, and the town 
would have been at their mercy, Fortunately, this 
| plan of co-operation was thoroughly frustrated, by 
sinking a connected chain of ships across the chan. 
nel; and that measure was suggested by Commodore 
Rodgers, after the enemy hove in sight. Much has 
been said about the formidable attack on some small 
works above the fort, on Ferry Branch. The truth 
is that no real attack was there made, nor any ade. 
quate force reserved for one. It was altogether a 
feint, made by a few boats, merely to divert atten- 
tion and draw off our defences from Loudenslager’s 
Hill on the other and east.rn side of the town, where 
the mortal blow was meditated. It had been agreed 
by the Admiral, who afterwards hoisted his flag on 
board his son’s ship, the Surprise, a few miles below 
the fort, and General Rogs, before they parted, that a 
rocket at midnight should be the signal for a simul. 
taneous attack by the boats at Spring Gardens, and 
the real. attack by General Ross on tho heights 
which commanded the city on the eastern border. 

After the death of General Ross, Admiral Sir 
George Cockburn, by whom he was accompanied on 
shore, sent a note to Admira! Cochrane, in which he 





by the gallant Porter’s recent fling at the honor of 


promised still to take the city ‘‘ with a loss not ex- 
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ceeding 500 men.” To this note Sir Alexander an. 
swered, that he did not command the land forces; it 
was not for him to say, but as far as his advice could 
go, he would recommend a retreat and re-embarka- 
tion of the army; lest they might, as he told the 
writer of this, **eadanger ulterior objects”—the ex- 
pression used again in his official despatches, and 
meaning New Orleans, that being in fact the princi- 
pal design of the expedition, The visit to the Ches- 
apeake Bay was an afterthought, on reaching the 
West Indies, But as there was not time remaining 
for hun to hear whether his advice would be followed, 
it was still necessary, on his part, so far as the sham 
attack on the west side of the town formed a part of 
the plan, to carry that into execution. Hence the 
scaling ladders were sent from the ships to the army 
on shore, the signal rocket was exploded, and the 
boats performed their assigned part in the drama. 
Such was the attack up the Ferry Branch. When 
Admiral Cochrane’s note of advice to desist and re- 
treat was received, at the head quarters of Cockburn 





and Colonel Brooke, on whom the command of the 
army had devolved, the latter, it was said, shed tears | 
of mortification at what he construed, perhaps cor. | 
rectly, into a want of confidence in his capacity ; | 
for in truth his intellect was at no time of the clear- | 
est order, and especially after dinner he was apt to 
take, as they used to say of old King George the III, | 
when he was demented, “an erroneous view of | 
things.” ‘The withdrawal was, however, decided | 
upon, in accordance with the admiral’s suggestion, | 
and conducted with the secrecy and despatch which | 
were prudent when liable to be harassed by a force | 
so numerically superior. 

When the writer called on the Admiral for an an. | 
swer to his despatches, the next morning after the 
retreat, recollecting the confident tone of his predic. | 
tions as to the result, his exclamation, omitting 
even the usual salutation, was, ** Ah! Mr. S., if it 
had not been for-the sinking of those ships, with the 
wind and tide we had, we should have taken your 
city.” ‘All’s well that ends well, Sir Alexander; 
I hope I see you well; you have sustained a heavy 
loss in the death of your gallant General.” 

It is not intended to detract from any one enti- 
tled to the meed of praise for gallantry or cir- 
cumspection in the defence of Baltimore. But | 
rarely has it happened that honors have been) 
more erroneously measured out, or the pen of history | 
more misled by prejudice, management, and imperfect | 
knowledge, than in regard to the relative merits of | 
individuals and the course and force of incidents on | 
tliat memorable occasion. | 

If any officer who took part in defence of Balti- 
more was entitled to the honor of a monument to be | 
erected by grateful citizens, that individual was 
Rodgers; but monuments will tell lies as well as | 
history, and have besides ceased to be necessary, | 
since the invention of types. As a means of diffus. | 
ing and preserving the tame of truly great men they | 
are comparatively useless and at best equivocal; 
they may serve to tell the whereabouts —to mark the 
precise spot—but are not called for totell by whom; 
and when used for that purpose are very apt not to 
personify the true hero of the event. 

It would be curious now to compare with the pro. 
motions in our navy since that epoch, the promo- 
tions in the British Navy, of officers who then held 
the same rank. I would gladly run the parallel, if I 
had the means, so far at least as to embrace the offi. 
cers on both sides, on board of ships that met yard 
arm to yard arm, and gun to gun. What a contrast 
in respect of rank and honors, would such a parallel 
exhibit, to the disparagement of our Govern. 


ment ! 
A FRIEND OF THE NAVY, 





WASHINGTON. 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 1844, 











“ Historica Nortes, No. 1,” which will 
be found in to-day’s paper under the head of 
communications, is the first of a valuable se- 
ries of papers with which we have been fur- 
nished for publication, embracing some of the 
most interesting events in American naval and 
military history. 





The nominations of Hon. Davin Hen- 
sHAw, to be Secretary of the Navy, and Isaac 
Eiitxi, of New Hampshire, to be chief of the 
Burcau of Provisions and Clothing for the na- 
vy, have been rejected by the Senate. 





We learn from the Norfolk papers that the 


| Naval Court Martial, which had been sitting 


for about a fortnight on board the ship Penn- 
sylvania, having despatched all its business, 
on Saturday, adjourned sine die. 





Tue Prince or Wares [ron Steam Vessen.— 
People are not generally fond of recording misfor. 
tunes and mishaps, though such a record would of- 
ten be productive of great public advantage in pre- 
venting the recurrence of such events. Messrs. 
Miller and Ravenhill know, however, how to make 
the best of everything, and they have in a lithograph 
given us a representation of the “ Prince of Wales” 
iron steamer, in a most perilous position. 

“ The vessel is entirely of iron, and is intended for 
the Margate station; she is 180 feet long between 
the perpendiculars; in launching, the cleets on the 
bow gave way, in consequence of the bolts breaking, 
and let the vessel down, so that the bilge came in 
contact with the wharf; she was ultimately forced 
off by screw jacks and two tug vessels, cutting her 
away deeper into the concrete and planking of tha 
wharf, until she assumed the position represented in 
the drawing, and at that period the distance measur- 
ed from the face of the wharf to the point of contact 
of the vessel and the surface of the water was 110 
feet ; the whole of the deck in the centre of the ves- 
sel was left unfastened for the reception of the ma. 
chinery ; when completely afloat, it was found that 
the shear of the vessel was not broken, and that she 
had received no injury except that the bow was 
twisted, in consequence of letting go the stern rope, 
and thus exposing the vessel to the sweep of a 
strong ebb tide. On examination it was found that 
three of the angle iron ribs or frames were broken, 
and one of the plates cracked, occasioning a consid. 
erable leak, which was accompanied by no other in. 
convenience than that of filling the bow compart. 
ment as far as the first bulkhead; and after hauling 
the vessel into dock, the necessary repairs were ef. 
fected in four days.” 

This shows what iron steamerg can do, and we 
feel indebted to Messrs. Miller and Ravenhill for giv- 
ing us this record of an occurrence which only serv- 
ed to test the powers of the vessel in question. 
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Proceedings in Congress. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuurspay, December 28. 





The resolution of inquiry relative to the Home 
Squadron, submitted yesterday by Mr. Hare being 
taken up, 

Mr. Hate observed that, at the time of the intro. 
duction of the resolution which was now the subject 
of debate, he did not suppose that it would have elli- 
cited so wide a discussion as had taken place. To 
prevent any further misconstruction, he wished more 
fully to state the objects he had in view, and to dis. 
claim others which had been imputed to him. He 
then explained at large that his object was to bring 
down the expenditures of the Government within the 
annual revenue of the country; and in casting his 
eyes round to find out the point at which retrench- 
ment and reform should commence, it struck him 
that the Navy Department was the one most proper 
to begin with. He thought that as the expenditures 
of this department had swelled up in a very short time 
from three millions annually to nearly nine, it was 
time that an inquiry should be made into the causes 
of this increase of expenditure, with a view of apply- 
ing the proper remedy. 

He would disclaim any desire of cutting down or 
destroying the navy; on the contrary, he was most 
friendly to it, and he therefore wished to reform its; 
abuses. 

If it were found that the best interests of the 
country required the maintenance of the home squad. 
ron, then he would go for it; but if it were found to 
be utterly useless, as he believed, then he was deci- 
dedly against it. But he would give this further no. 
tice; that he did not mean to stop here; that_when 
the appropriation bill came up, he intended t®limit | 
the Secretary of the Navy in appropriations for the 
squadron in the Mediterranean, and so with the Pa. 
cific and Brazil squadrons. 

Mr. J. R. Incersout had no fault to find with the 
resolution as one of inquiry. But if it were intend- 
ed as a preliminary step to cutting down, reducing, 
or diminishing the necessary expenditures of the na- 
val establishment of this country, he, for one, not- 
withstanding the ruthless rage which had manifested 
itself among all partiesof latein favor of retrenchment, 
would stand up against it. In relation tothe Home 
Syuadron, its use is not, as has been intimated, con- 
fined to the protection of the coasting trade of the 
country; on the contrary, its operations begin at the 
banks of Newfoundland, extending thence to the Gulf 
of Mexico, sweeping the coast of that immense in- 
land sea, proceeding onwards to the Carribean ocean, 
and protecting our commerce throughout the West 
Indies. 

Let the affairs of the ‘navy be looked into, and 
when abuses exist, let them be remedied ; but let not 
that which contributes so materially to the prosperi- 
ty of the country be destroyed or abandoned. 

Mr. E. J. Morris, while he contended that our 
navy did not admitted of reduction, admits that there 





might be a more economical expenditure of the mo- 


ney appropriated for that department than hereto- 
fore. 

Mr. Gippines, diselaiming all local feelings, would 
never, from this day forward, enter into the support 
of the navy by voting for an appropriation of mil- 
lions annually, until the gentlemen of the Atlan. 
tic coast would coine forward to do something to pro- 
tect the lives of their mariners and sailors on the 
Western Jakes. He asked for what purpose was this 
heme sqWidron established? The gentleman from 
New Hampshire (Mr. Hate) had told them that his 
constituents were deeply interested in the coasting 
trade, and that a considerable portion of his property 
was embarRed in it; but that neither he nor they 
wanted this squadron to protect it. 

It had been intimated by the venerable gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] that this squad- 
ron was established for the protection of the slave 
interests of the South. They had seen, in some of 
the Southern papers, the aid of the Executive invok- 
ed to do something to stop the absconding of slaves 
from the Southern States, and this bad roused up 
the suspicions of the Western people, and they were 
anxious to know the facts of the case; and when 
they knew that this squadron was not wanted for the 
protection of the coasting trade, as declared by the 
gentleman from New Hampshire, their suspicions 
would be roused toa higher pitch. Why, it was 
stated in the Southern papers, the other day, that a 
lieutenant in command of one of our national ves. 
sels went-on to the coast of Florida in search of fu- 
gitive slaves. 

Mr. Levy begged leave to inform the gentleman 
that it was not only fugitive slaves the officor went in 
search of, but fugitive murderers. *é 

Mr. Gippines again disclaimed any sectional feel- 
ings in the remarks it was his painful duty to make. 
He did not mean to say that this was the true object 
of the home squadron. But he insisted that the in. 
quiries in the resolution ought to be answered. 

Mr. Tissatrs presented a preamble and resolution 
of the Legislature of the State of Kentucky, rela. 
tive to the purchase and manufacture of hemp in 
Kentucky for the use of the navy of the U, States. 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Fripay, Decemeber 29, 

Mr, Levy presented a memorial of citizens of Pen- 
sacola, praying for an appropriation for the erection 
of a barrack and hospital at Fort Barrancas. Refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Wepnespay, January 3, 1844. 

Mr. Apams submitted the following resolution > 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the House copies of 
all the instructions given to the commanding officers 
of the squadron stipulated by the treaty with Great 
Britain of 9th August, 1842, to be kept on the coast 
of Africa for the suppression of the slave trade. 
Also, copics of the instructions given by the British 
Government to their squadron, stipulated by the same 
treaty, if such instructions have been communicated 
to this Government. 
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Mr. Benton offered the following resolution ; which | site for, and in the erection of, a marine hospital no 


was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of modify | 
ing the militia laws of the United States so as to re=| 
quire the enrolment of every white male citizen of 
the respective States of the age of twenty-one years 
and under the age of thirty-five years, with the ex- 
ceptions made by existing laws; and to report to this 
House whether or not, in their opinion, th® burdetts 
of the present militia organization may not be in 
other respects greatly alleviated without impairing 
its efficacy. 

Mr. Barnarp submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to transmit to this House.a copy of the report of 
Captain Hughes, of the Corps of Topographical! 
Engineers, of the examination and survey, made dur- 
ing the last season, of the Hudson river, above and 
below, with reference to the navigation and of the 
public works connected with the improvement 

thereof; which lies over one day. 








Mr, Barnarp asked leave to offer a resolution, that 


the Committee oe Naval Affairs be instructed to in” | 


quire into the expediency of providing, by law, for a 
gratuity of one year’s pay to the widows and orphans 
of the officers and seamen’who were lost in the late 
United States schooner Grampus: objected to by 
several; and not received. 

Mr. Morris on leave, and in pursuance of notice 
given, introduced a bill to provide for thé construc. 
tion of a dry dock and navy-yard at Philadelphia; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. : 

Mr. Wixkixs submitted the following resolution 
which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire in the expediency of author- 
izing, by law, the construction of additional iron 
steam vessels upon the Ohio river, under the superin- 
tendence of the Navy Department, to be used fo! 
the purposes of harbor defence, as vessels of war a! 
sea, or to be employed in the revenue service. 

Mr. J. R. Incersoit submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval AffairS 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of bring” 
ing in a bill similar to an act of 10th February, 1832’ 
authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to effect au 
equitable settlement wlth persons who have supplied 
timber and other materials to the navy, agreeably to 
the suggestions in his annual report of the 25th No- 

evember, 1843. 

Mr. Boyp submitted the following resolution ; 
which lies over one day : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of construct. 
ing a naval depot upon the Mississippi or Ohio river; 
in accordance with a recommendation contained in 
the report of the Secretary of War, bearing date the 
5th December, 1840. 

Mr. Frencu offered a resolution directing the Se- 
eretary of the Navy to communicate to this House 
what progress had been made in the purchase of a 








| the Ohio and Mississippi rivers; which lies over one 


day, under the rule. 

Mr. Asue introduced a bill to authorize the estab- 
lishment of a navy-yard and naval depot at or adja- 
cent to Memphis, in the State of Tennessee ; which 
was read twice, and committed to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

- — 
Revenue Service. 
Jan. APPOINTMENT. 


15—Edward T. Hyatt, of Philadelphia, to the 3d 
Lieut., and ordered tothe Jacksonat New 























Port. 
ORDERS. 
17—Third Lieut. Josiah Murch, to the Hamilton, 
Boston, 
Third Lieut. Charles F. Wood, to the Forward, 
Delaware. 
Marriages. 





At Mobile, on the 15th instant, Lieutenant E, 
VANDORN, of the U.S. Army, to Miss CARO. 
LINE, daughter of Colonel Jamzs D. Gonpo.s of 
Mount Vernon, Alabama. 


In Baltimore, on ‘Tuesday evening, the 9th instant, 


| Dr. A. J. BOWIE, U.S. Navy, to HELEN M., 
| daughter of Henry Pixe, Esq,, of that city. 








Heaths. 


At the Naval Hospital, Brooklyn, N, Y., on the 
llth instant, Emity Wisrer, aged sixteen menths, 
only child of Dr. W, 8. W. Ruschenberger, U. S. 
Navy. 

At Portsmouth, Va., on the 10th instant, Mrs. 
Anne D, Campsie, relict of the late Lieutenant 
ArcuiparbD Campzect, of the U. S. Navy. 

Age Burlington, New Jersey, on Saturday, the 13th 
ins 


tant, Mary, daughter of Frepertcx Enoxe, Esq. 
of the U.S. Navy. 











AGENCY FOR CLAIMS AT WASHINGTON.—The Un- 
dersigned offi rs his services as Agent for Claims upon either 
of the Departments or Congress, 

Particular attention will be paid to the settlement of accounts 
of «disbursing Officers, who may find it inconvenient to attend per- 
sonally ; especially those of the Navy. His experience and prac- 
tical knowledge will afford many facilities. 

Charges will be moderate and 1 gulated by the amount claimed 
and the extent of services required. Communications (post paid) 
will receive immediate attenuon, 


CHAS, DE SELDING, 
Office, Sixth-street, next to corner of F. 

References.—Commodore Charles Stewart, Commodore John 
Downes, A. O, Dayton, Esq., 4th Auditor, ‘l reasury Department 
A. T. Smith, Esq., Chiet Clerk, Navy Department; John C. 
Rives, Esq., Washington; John Boyle, Esq., Washington; James; 
Hoban, Esq.,Washington; Chas. O. Handy, Esq., Purser, U.S, N.; 
John De Bree, Esq., Purser, U. S. N.; K.R. Waldron, Esq, 
Purser U. SN.;Saint.P. odd, Esq., Purser, U,S.N. 

Jan l—ly. 





FFICIAL REGIST“: RS.—We have now in press the official 
Army and Navy Registers for 1844. They will contain, in 
addition to former publications, a table of pay, rations, and all 
other allowances for the past fiscal year. We shall print a few 
extra copies, and as the number will be limited, officers and oth- 
ers who may desire them are requesied to send their orders im- 
mediately, ALEXANDER & BARNARD, 
jan 11—3t Printers, 17th st. 





QILITARY LAWS OF THE U. S., Compiled by Col. T. 
\ Cross of the U. S. Army, full bound, $2 50, in boards &2 
per copy. For sale. 


B. HOMANS. 








LF PRINTING of every description promptly 
jand neatly executed at this office. 











Portia, 
> 5 sah 








